
 

 

Coming to Istanbul  
Where to stay and what to see 
 
Istanbul is one of the largest cities in the world and the only city to stand in two separate continents, 
Europe and Asia.  
 
Where to stay  
The conference venue is at the Kadir Has Cibali Campus, the main campus of the university which is 
centrally located and easily identifiable. 
There are two great neighbourhoods to stay in nearby, both with lots of hotels and budget 
accommodation. Taksim Square is just across the bridge adjacent to the Cibali campus. Sultanahmet is on 
the same side of the Golden Horn, just behind the university. 
Both neighbourhoods are within walking distance of the conference venue, but taxis in Istanbul are very 
cheap. Sultanahmet is the old city near to the Blue Mosque and Hagia Sofia. Taksim is the busy, modern 
heart of the city near to the major shopping street of the İstiklal Caddesi (Independence Avenue). 
There are accommodation options for all budgets and tastes, from 5* luxury to youth hostels, with 
boutique options and international hotel chains. 
 
What to do Shop! 
The Grand Bazaar sells everything you could think of and more and it’s an experience that shouldn’t be 
missed. Alternatively, head down to İstiklal Caddesi for designer gear, fashion bargains and some café 
culture – including great pastries. 
Sip tea and watch the world go by – for a bit of peace head over to the gardens of Topkapi Palace, the 
primary residence of Ottoman Sultans for 400 years. Visit the Blue Mosque and the Hagia Sofia, and then 
ponder the significance of these two beacons of faith standing side-by- side at the crossroads of Europe 
and Asia. 
 
Useful links 
Kadir Has provide useful directions to the campus venue: 
www.khas.edu.tr/en/about-the-university/contact-us/details-about-transportation.html 
 
Discover the Grand Bazaar: 
www.grandbazaaristanbul.org/Grand_Bazaar_Istanbul.html 
 
To book a hotel, remember the key worlds ‘Taksim’ and ‘Sultanahmet’: 
www.booking.com www.hostelbookers.com  


